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with policies outlined in § 1465.24 pro-
vided the modifications meet AMA pur-
poses and are in compliance with this 
part. 

PART 1466—ENVIRONMENTAL 
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Subpart A—General Provisions 
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Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 1466.1 Applicability. 
(a) The purposes of the Environ-

mental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) are to promote agricultural pro-
duction, forest management, and envi-
ronmental quality as compatible goals, 
and to optimize environmental bene-

fits. Through EQIP, NRCS provides 
technical and financial assistance to 
eligible agricultural producers, includ-
ing nonindustrial private forest land-
owners (NIPF) and Indian Tribes, to 
help implement conservation practices 
which address soil, water, and air qual-
ity; wildlife habitat; surface and 
groundwater conservation; energy con-
servation; and related resource con-
cerns. EQIP’s financial and technical 
assistance helps producers comply with 
environmental regulations and enhance 
agricultural and forested lands in a 
cost-effective and environmentally 
beneficial manner. The purposes of the 
program are achieved by planning and 
implementing conservation practices 
on eligible land. 

(b) EQIP is available in any of the 50 
States, District of Columbia, Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Virgin 
Islands of the United States, American 
Samoa, and Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

(c) Contracts enrolled into EQIP 
prior to February 7, 2014, are subject to 
the regulations in effect the date prior 
to February 7, 2014. 

§ 1466.2 Administration. 

(a) The funds, facilities, and authori-
ties of the CCC are available to NRCS 
for carrying out EQIP. Accordingly, 
where NRCS is mentioned in this part, 
it also refers to the CCC’s funds, facili-
ties, and authorities where applicable. 

(b) NRCS supports locally-led con-
servation by soliciting input from the 
State Technical Committee and the 
Tribal Conservation Advisory Council 
at the State level, and local working 
groups at the county, parish, or Tribal 
level to advise NRCS on issues relating 
to EQIP implementation. Rec-
ommendations from the State Tech-
nical Committee and the Tribal Con-
servation Advisory Council may in-
clude but are not limited to: 

(1) Recommendation for program pri-
orities and criteria; 

(2) Identification of priority resource 
concerns; 

(3) Recommendation of which con-
servation practices will be effective to 
treat identified priority resource con-
cerns; and 
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(4) Recommendation of program pay-
ment percentages for payment sched-
ules. 

(c) No delegation in the administra-
tion of this part to lower organiza-
tional levels will preclude the Chief 
from making any determinations under 
this part, re-delegating to other orga-
nizational levels, or from reversing or 
modifying any determination made 
under this part. The Chief may modify 
or waive a discretionary provision of 
this part with respect to contracts en-
tered into under the Regional Con-
servation Partnership Program 
(RCPP), if the Chief determines that 
such an adjustment is necessary to 
achieve the purposes of EQIP. Con-
sistent with section 1271C(c)(3) of the 
2014 Act, the Chief may also waive the 
applicability of the Adjusted Gross In-
come (AGI) limitation in section 
1001D(b)(2) of the Food Security Act of 
1985 for program participants if the 
Chief determines that the waiver is 
necessary to fulfill RCPP objectives. 

(d) NRCS may enter into agreements 
with other Federal or State agencies, 
Indian Tribes, conservation districts, 
units of local government, public or 
private organizations, and individuals 
to assist NRCS with implementation of 
the program in this part. 

§ 1466.3 Definitions. 
The following definitions will apply 

to this part and all documents issued 
in accordance with this part, unless 
specified otherwise: 

Agricultural land means cropland, 
grassland, rangeland, pasture, and 
other agricultural land, on which agri-
cultural and forest-related products or 
livestock are produced and resource 
concerns may be addressed. Other agri-
cultural lands include cropped wood-
land, marshes, incidental areas in-
cluded in the agricultural operation, 
and other types of agricultural land 
used for production of livestock. 

Agricultural operation means a parcel 
or parcels of land whether contiguous 
or noncontiguous, which the producer 
is listed as the operator or owner/oper-
ator in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
record system, which is under the ef-
fective control of the producer at the 
time the producer applies for a con-
tract, and which is operated by the pro-

ducer with equipment, labor, manage-
ment, and production, forestry, or cul-
tivation practices that are substan-
tially separate from other operations. 

Animal feeding operation (AFO) means 
an agricultural operation where ani-
mals are kept and raised in confined 
situations. AFOs congregate animals, 
feed, manure, dead animals, and pro-
duction operations on a small land 
area. Feed is brought to the animals 
rather than the animals grazing or oth-
erwise seeking feed in pastures, fields, 
or on rangeland. An AFO is a lot or fa-
cility (other than an aquatic animal 
production facility) where the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) Animals have been, are, or will be 
stabled or confined and fed or main-
tained for a total of 45 days or more in 
any 12-month period; and 

(2) Crops, vegetation, forage growth, 
or post-harvest residues are not sus-
tained in the normal growing season 
over any portion of the lot or facility. 

Animal waste storage or treatment facil-
ity means a structural conservation 
practice, implemented on an AFO con-
sistent with the requirements of a 
Comprehensive Nutrient Management 
Plan (CNMP) and Field Office Tech-
nical Guide (FOTG), which is used for 
storing, treating, or handling animal 
waste or byproducts, such as animal 
carcasses. 

Applicant means a producer who has 
requested in writing to participate in 
EQIP. 

At-risk species means any plant or 
animal species listed as threatened or 
endangered; proposed or candidate for 
listing under the Endangered Species 
Act; a species listed as threatened or 
endangered under State law or Tribal 
law on Tribal land; State or Tribal land 
species of conservation concern; or 
other plant or animal species or com-
munity, as determined by the State 
Conservationist, with advice from the 
State Technical Committee or Tribal 
Conservation Advisory Council, that 
has undergone, or is likely to undergo, 
population decline and may become 
imperiled without direct intervention. 

Beginning farmer or rancher means a 
person, Indian Tribe, Tribal corpora-
tion,, or legal entity who: 

(1) Has not operated a farm or ranch, 
or NIPF, or who has operated a farm, 
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